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IN REVIEW Art imitating life has long inspired the design world, 
but this year Colourways took the concept to another 
level at its annual Trend Forecast Workshop, through 
the Design Institute of Australia (DIA).
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Now open to the public for the first time, the 
Colourways Trend Forecasting workshop 
traditionally brings together industries, 
technologies, researchers and designers as the 
key event on the Colourways calendar. 

This year, Colourways’ managing 
consultant, Kim Chadwick secured award-
winning entrepreneur and biomimetic 
inventor Jay Harman as the keynote speaker. 
She was so inspired by his book, The Shark’s 
Paintbrush, Chadwick brought him out from 
his US base to present his key message on 
biomimicry – innovation inspired by nature 
– as a basis to explore new ideas and trends. 

“Having Jay Harman in the room was 
phenomenal,” she says. “Everyone was 
inspired to really look at materiality and 
everyone loved it.”

The event also included the launch of the 
DIA’s new initiative, ‘Materian’. With its 
focus on advanced material research in 
Victoria, the project provides a forum for 
inspire local makers to identify, collaborate 
and produce materials working alongside 
complementary industries.

“Materian is about creating networks to 
facilitate new applications and opportunities 
in the marketplace,” says Chadwick.

Sitting together were representatives from a 
range of organisations, including Carbon 
Nexus, the CSIRO (Commonwealth Scientific 
and Industrial Research Organisation), the 
University of Melbourne and RMIT, as well as 
researchers from Monash University, who 
presented five of their most cutting edge ideas.

One of their concepts included a new form 
of building block. With its interlocking shape 
rather than a traditional square or rectangle, 
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the new block doesn’t require concrete and 
can be used as a sturdy paver.

“It’s only a shape at this point, but there’s 
an opportunity for anyone to develop the 
concept through Monash University,” says 
Chadwick.

A more finished product is Graphene, 
currently being studied at universities around 
the world. Essentially an atom-thick gel sheet 
that interlocks like honeycomb, it offers 
electromagnetic properties and can be layered 
to form plastic sheets with electronic 
capabilities. 

“The Monash team is conducting various 
research on Graphene technology, including 
using it as bone transplants,” explains 
Chadwick. “It’s also developing 3D printers 
that work with metal.”

Wearable technology took centre stage too, 
as did Deakin University’s new Carbon 
Nexus facility at its Geelong campus – a 
world-first laboratory to advance the quality 
and use of carbon fibre. 

“Designers love science,” says Chadwick. 
“But there is a void. So many of us work in 
isolation, people function in different circles 
and there are not many crossovers between 
those different industries.” 

Colourways’ production manager, Jo Gray, 
adds that the community must identify new 
ways to interact with each other to eliminate 
the lack of communication.

“The beauty of the whole concept is its 
local connection. These professionals and 
researchers are just down the road, and 
they already have a clear process in place to 
pick up and develop different products,” 
says Gray.
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As the trend forecasting was underway, the 
previous day’s theme had a strong influence 
on the 120 attendees, with their fabric and 
material samples referencing biomimicry. 

“We try to build a story behind what 
everyone reports,” Chadwick says. “In a 
nutshell, this year we have earth, sky, 
interlocking pattern and texture.”

The first trend, ‘Gaia’s land’ is named 
after the Greek goddess of the earth, with 
imagery of forests, rocks and trees. A big 
palette, this trend focuses on pure colours 
and honest materials, with natural patterns to 
create a rustle.

“It’s soft, fluid and feminine by shape – 
just like Mother Nature,” she says.

The second trend is ‘Dawning’, with a 
focus on dawn and dreamtime. Sheer and 
translucent, this trend also references the sky, 
with materials of quartz and crystals 
reflecting light.

“We see this one as air, but which also 
takes in all the warmer parts of peach and 
terracotta,” says Chadwick.

The third, ‘Cat’s cradle’ links science, 
technology and religion, responding to 
recurrent themes from the attendees of 
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vulnerability, safety and security. This trend 
is about interlocking shapes, woven 
structures, shells and art – a little like skin. 

“My favourite product that emerged out of 
this trend is Kaynemaile, which was 
developed for The Lord of the Rings costumes. 
Now they use the architectural mesh to clad 
buildings, because it is super strong, seamless 
and endless,” says Chadwick.

The fourth trend, ‘Touch me’ uses a grey 
palette as the neutral base. This trend is 
about texture, new surface finishes and the 
feel of tactility among the products.

“It picks up on the trend that everything 
we use we touch,” she says. “Why wear a 
hard phone, when it could be incorporated it 
into our clothes or some soft body thing?” 

The event concluded with confidence 
about moving forward, and many attendees 
were inspired to make new connections. 
Nature was a huge inspiration for design and 
building technologies, with input locally from 
scientists, engineers and researchers working 
hand in hand with architects and designers.

“Jay was the bridge who highlighted the 
possibilities to communicate between 
industries,” concludes Chadwick. 
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